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2008 Cabernet Sauvignon

Alexander Valley

aCURE eSTATE Vineyard

Winemaker’s Notes

Ron Siegemund’s “aCURE eSTATE” Vineyard is located in the hills at the western end of Alexander Valley, an area that enjoys long, sunny days and cool nights, ideal for properly ripening Cabernet Sauvignon.  The soil is composed of a sandy, gravelly loam and the vines tend to be very small. The vineyard and winery are powered by large solar photovoltaic panels, making the vineyard operations approximately 50% carbon-neutral. De Novo’s two-acre block is one of the vineyard’s earliest-ripening blocks, and provides fully mature, densely concentrated fruit.

The fruit was hand-picked at 24 Brix on October 6, 2008, and was 100% de-stemmed and crushed lightly.  Using Pasteur Red yeast, fermentation went to complete dryness in 17 days.  Malolactic fermentation went to completion.  After fermentation, the wine aged 20 months in a mix of new medium-toast French oak and neutral French oak barrels.  A small amount of Cabernet Franc was blended in after aging.   

Technical Details

	98% Cabernet Sauvignon
	Alcohol 14.2%

	2% Cabernet Franc
	Total acidity  6.17g/L

	Aging: medium-toast Seguin Moreau new and neutral French oak barrels
	3.66 pH 

	Released July 3, 2010
	Residual sugar 0.20%


~245 cases produced.

Tasting Notes
Structured with moderate tannins and a firm acid backbone, this Cabernet displays typical Alexander Valley character with notes of cocoa powder under cherry fruit, with earthy complexity through the lingering finish.  Drinkable now, it will keep a decade or more.
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